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Fig. 1 Group of beeches
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Fig. 2 The giant sequoia
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1 Introduction

Enschede is a green city with quite some special parks. Usually the textile industrialists gave those 
to the city as generous gifts. This is also true for the Abraham Ledeboer Park, a beautiful park on the 
outskirts of Enschede.
In order to preserve and pass on the value of this park for the coming years and the future genera-
tions, it is important to lay down what the Ledeboer Park is, and how we want this park to develop. 
All information about the park will thus be compiled: the history, the present situation, the plans and 
ideas, but also the management of the park. This plan includes all information concerning the Ledeboer 
Park, in order to safeguard the future of the park.

First of all, in chapter 2, we shall give the background information about the Abraham Ledeboer Park. 
How did it come into being, where is it situated, and how does it look at present?
The chapters 3 to 5 describe the three dynamic steps in this plan, which, with every assessment, will 
have to give the answers to the following three questions:

- What do we have at present?
- What do we want?
- How are we going to achieve that?

The first question, “What do we have at present?” will be answered by an inventory of the present situ-
ation in the Ledeboer Park, what we can find there, and what it looks like. This is described in chapter 
3, “The management of the park”. This chapter focuses on how to maintain what we have at present.
The second question “What do we want?” pertains to the aims, the plans and ideas the city of Ensche-
de has with respect to the park. These are described in chapter 4, “A future for the park”. 
The question of how to achieve all this is answered in chapter 5, which presents a table with an action 
plan. 
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‘t Wageler

Ledeboerpark

2.1 Description of the surroundings of the park

The Ledeboer Park is situated about 3 km from the Enschede city centre at the northwest side of 
the city.

The park is part of the country estate called “t Wageler”, which covers 49 hectares. Where the 
name “t Wageler” comes from is not completely clear. Around 1500 a farm called “Erve ‘t Wa-
geler” stood 100 meters east of the coach house. In a deteriorated state, the farm building was 
pulled down at the beginning of 1900.

2 The design of Ledeboer Park

Fig. 3 Situation of Ledeboer Park

Fig. 4 Grenzen ‘t Wageler en het Ledeboerpark
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One can recognise “Het Wageler” with its small-scale alternation of fields, pastures, open fields, wood-
ed banks, woodland, farm buildings and underwood. This small-scale type of alternating landscape is 
characteristic of the Twente area.

In earlier times, Ledeboer Park used to be part of the country estate “t Wageler” until in 1880 the 
Ledeboer family built a villa in the central part of the park. In 1890 the family had a big garden 
designed around the villa, the Ledeboer Park. The garden was laid out in late English country style. The 
park was designed by Dirk Wattez, who also designed the well-known “Volkspark” in Enschede.

The present Ledeboer Park with a size of 19 hectares has its origins in 1918. In 1920, the garden was 
restructured by Wattez’s son. Unfortunately we neither have any maps of the original design nor of the 
restructuring plans.

2.1.1 Ownership of the park
In 1956, Miss Bertha Ledeboer donated the park to the City of Enschede in memory of her brother 
Abraham Ledeboer, who had died in the war. A deed of donation was drawn up, which contained a 
number of requirements and restrictions. The most important restrictions are the following:
• The villa that had been built in the park must be pulled down.
• The park must be maintained by the City of Enschede as a walking park.
• The park must bear the name of  “Abraham Ledeboer Park”.
• Drivers of vehicles except wheelchairs are only allowed on the main road of the park.
• There must be no sports fields in the park.
• No monuments must be placed in the park.
• There must be no restaurant in the park.
• Scenic beauty must be preserved in the park.
• In order to control and supervise the maintenance of the park, a committee must be establis 
 hed.

2.1.2 The design of the park in the year 1880
In the little documentation that is left of Dirk Wattez’s original design we can find a number of clear 
characteristics of English country style. These are:
• Winding paths with gentle, elongated bends, the soil between the paths often drip-shaped;
• Ponds and water gardens often meandered and were kidney-shaped.
• Blooming shrubs and herbs with flowers in oval or circular beds in the lawn next to the paths,  
 and also where paths crossed;
• Lawns bounded by thickly planted (woody) areas consisting of solid trees, which are often used  
 to alternate with the lawns;
• Vistas were also abundantly used.

2.1.3 The present situation of Ledeboer Park
Ledeboer Park forms a big landscape consisting of a pond, lawns, old timber, lovely views and open 
pastures hemmed by woods. The giant sequoia, the biggest in the Netherlands deserves special atten-
tion because of its girth (7,25 meters) and its age (the tree is about 115 years old). In the pastures we 
find donkeys, red deer, Mergelland sheep and Dutch country goats. In the country estate ‘Het Wageler’ 
that encloses Ledeboer Park we can find a flock of red Dutch Belted cows.

Original elements of the park from 1880 that can still be found in the present park are among others 
the coach house, the giant sequoia, the rhododendrons, and several groups of trees, as well as the 
ponds and the and the entrance gate with the recognisable eagles and roses.
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Fig. 5 Map of Ledeboer Park
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The entrance gate with two columns with sculptures of eagles at the side of Hengelosestraat originates 
from 1920.
The columns of the entrance gate come from the Rosenberg country estate in The Hague. The eagles 
were added later.

Fig. 6 The entrance gate with columns

After the donation to City of Enschede the coach house was used for storage for a long time. In the 
years 1995 to 1997 it was refurbished, and the city of Enschede put it at the disposal of the beekee-
pers’ association. As it happens, the coach house accommodates a beehive. Next to the hive there is 
a visitors’ centre, where you can get extensive information, and where you can buy the honey that is 
produced there.

In the park there is also a so-called “Los Hoes” (a house where in former times people and animals 
lived together). The house originally stood in Usselo and is called “Het Lammerinkswönner”. Nowadays 
it functions as a centre for environmental education. In 1977, the house was moved stone by stone 
to Ledeboer Park. “Het Lammerinkswönner” is of high cultural and historical value. Near “Het Lam-
merinkswönner” there are five different gardens: a little animals’ garden, a vegetable garden, an herb 
garden, a berry garden, and a honey plant garden.  Nowadays there are also a number of authentic 
barns around “Het Lammerinkswörner”. There is also an old timber framed barn in the park. It is called 
“Het Spieke” and is a state monument.

There are five official entrances to the park. The main entrance is at the Hengelosestraat, the road con-
necting Enschede to Hengelo. The other entrances are at the Heeksbeeklaan. There are enough parking 
spaces. At the entrance at the Hengelosestraat there are reader boards giving information about the 
park, as well as a map showing the visitor what to expect in the park.

The brook “Roombeek” flows through Ledeboer Park, which is the reason for the occurrence of new 
plants and animals. This is enrichment for the area. The banks of “Roombeek” with their little paths, 
bridges and stepping-stones offer some water experience for young and old.
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The present situation of the park goes back to the adapted park design from 2005, which was 
realised in 2008. Ledeboer Park was thoroughly done up as part of the GRAP (Green Action 
structure Plan). The park needed a facelift, because parts of the old style characteristics had 
disappeared, among which the vistas.

Fig. 7 The design in 2005

Environmental Education Enschede also wanted more construction elements. So, a platform 
was built, so that Environmental Education can do some water research with the children there. 
There were some adaptations according to this plan: the walking paths got new surfacing, the 
pond was dredged and got new sheet piling, and a terrace with a metal platform was realised for 
educational water research. The bridges have been accentuated with new railings, and the vistas 
have been embellished with colourful plants.

2.1.4 Soil and water balance in the park
The water balance in the park is strongly determined by a nearly impenetrable layer of boulder 
clay in the subsoil and in the runoff of the brooks from the higher situated parts of the lateral 
moraine. This layer prevents the water from sinking into the soil at many places, so that the 
water can be drained off aboveground. The level of the seepage water can be controlled in this 
way. The other water levels can’t, because they are dependent on the water board district.

2.1.5 Ecological value of the park  
The ecological value of this park and of the surrounding area “Het Waggeler” is maintained in a 
sustainable and careful way. In general, the park is regarded as very valuable.
According to the Eelerwouden inventory the park has some “valuable, very valuable and extre-
mely valuable green areas”. These green areas consist above all of woods, wooded banks and 
groups of at least 75 years old trees. The pond in Ledeboer Park is also regarded as ecologically 
valuable.
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2.1.6 Groups cooperating on the maintenance of the  A. Ledeboer Parc

Parc Commission
In the legal act of donation the maintenance of the parc is transferred to the municipality. This act con-
tains directives on the management of the parc. The City Council has attributed this management to 
the Parc Commission. Only when disturbing situations occur the Parc Commission has to write a report 
on this to the executive board of the municipality (the Mayor and the Aldermen). 
The Parc Commission assembles twice a year in presence of the responsible municipal employees. The 
Commission consists of six persons.

Institute for Nature and Environmental Education (IVN, “Instituut voor Natuur en Milieueduca-
tie”)
This institute has a particular role within the maintenance of the botanical garden and forest. Every 
Wednesday morning the volunteers of the IVN help cultivating the botanical garden and forest and 
their activities are executed in close cooperation with the greenkeepers. The activities consist especially 
of fine plucking (in the botanical garden) and grubbing (in the botanical forest). Next to these activities 
guided walking tours are give to several groups, to both young and old. The IVN has a working group 
consisting of six people.
 
The Friends “Het Wageler” 
This group are the united inhabitants of the estate “Het Wageler”. This special group cooperates with 
the greenkeepers on 2-3 Saturdays a year to carry out the big maintenance activities. In 2011 these 
activities were the removal of weed like blackberry bushes and maples, the removal of litters and 
waste, the cleaning of ditches and the removal of the deposals from the ponds.
In February 2012 the pruning of the botanical forest is on the program. This activity will be done toge-
ther with the IVN.
The Friends of “Het Wageler” also invite the citizens of Enschede for assistance. There are 14 Friends. 
Together with citizens and volunteers of the IVN an average of 25 people is cooperating on Saturdays.. 

The Beekeeper Association of Enschede
This association manages the apiary. They also provide schools and visitors information and education 
on bees and they are present on the several theme days of the parc, 4-5 times a year. The association 
has 69 members.

Foundation “De Viermarken”
This foundation is responsible for the maintenance and management of the meadows and the animals 
in the parc. They also help to carry out the remaining big maintenance activities, like the removal of 
the stored vegetable waste and the repair of fences around the meadows. 
 
AOC Oost  (Green practical educational centre)
Within the training for green management this education institute is doing a number of activities that 
fits with the educational programme. These are activities such as pruning, cutting of grass sides (both 
mechanically and manually), weeding, felling of large trees, pollarding of willows, repairs to the paths, 
etc.  Activities are being done by 10-15 groups of about 20 pupils per year.

Volunteers
The municipal department ONS regularly makes use of groups of volunteers who help to teach nature 
education to schools. About 150 groups of  30 schoolchildren are getting this education in several pla-
ces in the parc. The number of this group of volunteers is about 35-40 people. 
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Fig. 8 Themes of the parks

Parks: Theme: Characteristics:

Volkspark Cultural Festivity and cultural expression

G.J. van Heekpark en Van Lochembeekpark Sports Sports and playing facilities/activities

Wooldrikspark en Blijdensteinpark Collective Art exposition, sculptures, children’s farm, 
botanical garden

Abraham ledeboerpark old trades
educational

Cultural history of Twente,
Education

Wesselerbrinkpark from culture to nature Water, nature, outskirts, education, green

Eschmarkepark ecology Nature, transition to from intensive to extensive 
management

Gedenkparken commemoration Dignity, monument, reflection

Bleken cultural history of 
Twente

2.2 The use of the park

The parks in Enschede determine a great deal of the city’s identity, and they are places of rest. 
Parks are the places par excellence to take walks and to enjoy nature. Each of the parks has an 
identity of its own with its own facilities and possibilities. The parks differ in size and history. We 
distinguish two groups:

Group 1: big parks that are city parks
Group 2: smaller parks that are district parks

Ledeboer Park belongs to group 1 and therefore is a city park. More than 40% of the inhabitants 
of Enschede make use of Ledeboer Park for purposes of recreation. The park is the second most 
popular park in the Twente region. People from the city, but also people from the whole region 
visit the park People also use the park as a connecting road between home and work or home 
and school.

All parks of Enschede are categorized, and each of them has been given a theme with certain 
characteristics. The table below shows that Ledeboer Park has the theme old trades and educa-
tion. The themes must not become a straitjacket, though, for those who want to organise activi-
ties that are not linked to one of them.

What can we find in Ledeboer Park? We can find: nature, natural playgrounds, animal pastures, 
a botanical garden with wooded areas, hiking tracks with thematic routes (art, park, botanical 
garden and Wageler route), cultural and historical objects (the coach house, the giant sequoia, 
Lammerinkswönner, ‘t Spieke), landscape objects to be viewed, and a beehive.

There are also several thematic days in Ledeboer Park, such as the day of the botanical garden, 
a monuments day, blowing the midwinter horn (old instrument blown in winter, producing a 
plaintive sound), day of Twente landscape (every three years), a mushroom walk and an organic 
Christmas fair.
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Fig. 9 The birthday cart

Throughout the year, there are various exhibitions in the Lammerinkswönner, and also the beekeepers 
association organises expositions and are open on Sunday afternoons. You can also buy honey there. 
The bee-keepers’ association is to be found in the coach house.

Every three months the newspaper Wönner-info is published, which contains news and information 
about Ledeboer Park, as well as an activity programme.  
  
Furthermore, many different groups and associations organise various activities in the park, such as 
painting- or yoga lessons. But also the Department of Environmental Education organises activities in 
the park. It is for instance possible to celebrate a children’s birthday in the park. With the little animals 
cart the children go on a search, calling themselves the “Wageler gang”. The park is also a popular 
starting point for Twente Hiking Network. There is a leaflet of the park with a map showing the spots of 
interest, and where the visitors can see where they are. These leaflets can be obtained in “Het Lamme-
rinkswönner”. There is also a leaflet for walking along the most interesting landscape objects. Most of 
those leaflets can also be obtained at the tourist information centre (VVV).

Several times a year, the Department of Environmental Education gives information for schools in the 
park. These are primarily schools in Enschede. They organise things like
• walks through the botanic garden and woods;
• spring- and autumn walks;
• an autumn circle;
• Hennik & Dica (an event where children are taken back to former times)

The park has its own website (http:www.ledeboerpark.nl), where you can also find a calendar of activi-
ties organised in the park.

2.3 Existing policy concerning the park
This plan was set up with the help of the management plan of Schelfhorst Park in Almelo, an inventory 
of the present state of the park, as well as an inventory of the current policy documents for the park 
and its surroundings, which are:
GRAP 2006-2009, GRAP 2006-2009, Landinrichtingsplan-noord (2007),  Omgevingsvisie provincie 
(2009), Gids Buitenkans (2008), Visie het Wageler (2005), Rondje Enschede (2008), Gids Ruimtelijke 
kwaliteit (2006), het Inspiratieboek Enschede(2008).

The contents of those policy documents fit in perfectly with each other. Recurring keywords are: (ad-
ding more) quality, enhancing ecology, (new) nature, recreation, experiences, care, education, outs-
kirts, accessibility, connection, restoration, contrast between city and landscape.
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3 The management of the park 

Fig. 10 group of beeches

All parks in Enschede are managed at a basic level of maintenance. A basic quality level means: 
a practical way of maintenance aiming at the preservation of the facilities in the long term, and 
the prevention of arrears. Small instances of arrears, some litter or weeds can occasionally oc-
cur and are temporary. Everything can be used safely. When certain situations are unsafe, quick 
action will be taken. The maintenance is experienced as reasonably good and as not disturbing. 
This is to say that there at are no strikingly negative things, and the surroundings are not expe-
rienced as filthy or damaged.

The management of the park, especially the subtle work, is in charge of Environmental Educati-
on, which is a department of the City of Enschede. Other departments of the city do the rougher 
work like pruning trees, mowing the grass, etc. The park is managed for educational purposes, 
and is maintained in a 100% ecological way. No chemical pesticides are used, and in some parts, 
the prunings are left behind. All organic materials are re-used in the park. 

3.1The present management and the management groups

Ledeboer Park management is in the hands of several management groups. In order to make 
the layout of the park and its looks very clear, we shall address the work of each of the manage-
ment groups separately. This is not the classification that The City of Enschede usually applies, 
because it is very technical and not always very clear. A map of the whereabouts of the different 
management groups can be found in appendix 1.

3.1.1 Solitary trees (A)
In the park we can find several solitary trees, which differ in age and sort. It is a selection of 
exotic trees and ornamental varieties, all of which have an ornamental value. The most impor-
tant one is the giant Sequoia, the biggest of its sort in the Netherlands. Some of the solitary 
trees threaten to lose their solitary position because of the adjoining woods. The management 
and maintenance of the solitary trees primarily consist of pruning the tree and removing dead 
wood. The maintenance meets the requirements of VTA (visual tree assessment).
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Fig. 11 Avenue near the entry of the park

3.1.2 Avenues (B)
Ledeboer Park has 3 avenues, which are maintained as avenues. They give structure to the park. These 
are the beech-avenue leading from the entrance into the park, and the beech-avenue leading to the 
nature playground. For ages this has been the route to the city. There is also a lime tree avenue near 
the pond. Those are trees that are left from the reconstruction of the inner city in 2008. The age of 
these lanes varies. The beech-avenue varies in age, because the trees in one part are 120 years old, 
and another part has been regenerated and consists of about 30 year-old trees. The maintenance of 
this avenue primarily consists of pruning and refilling where trees disappear.

3.1.3 Woodland (C)
A great part of Ledeboer Park consists of woods. The composition of the woods differs because of the 
differences in soil. North of the “Lammerinkswönner”, there are woods on rather humid soil. No main-
tenance measures are taken here, except in cases where dangerous branches hang above the paths. 
This kind of management leads to an ecologically interesting object. In the south, there is another kind 
of wood, which primarily consists of beeches and American pendunculate oaks. These woods have the 
appearance of a Hallebos forest. The maintenance of this forest consists of pruning and thinning out 
trees and trimming shrubs, mainly because of safety reasons.

3.1.4 Shrubbery (D)
The shrubbery consists of endemic shrubs such as hazel. The shrubbery appears vigorous and forms a 
massive whole of plants. Near the entrance at the car park area there is a strip of shrubbery, which has 
a protective function. This function, however, does not really work, because there are viewing holes in 
it. The maintenance of the shrubbery mainly consists of trimming and thinning out the shrubs.

3.1.5 Wooded banks (E)
There are three wooded banks in the park. They are near the botanical garden. Their maintenance 
mainly consists of trimming, but also of replacing them once in 5 years. 
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Fig. 12 perennial plants in the central part

3.1.6 Shrubs (F)
This management group is in charge of all high shrubs in the park. Many of those are rhododen-
drons. The maintenance of those groups consists of trimming the edges and of filling up where 
shrubs disappear. There are also two beds of roses near the central part of the park.

3.1.7 Hedges (G)
Around the terrace in the central part of the park there is boxwood, which marks out some beds 
of perennial plants. Near the education centre there is a hedge of hawthorn. There is also a 
taxus near the orchard and a hedge of Acer campestre near the garden house. All hedges are in 
a good state and are trimmed twice a year.

3.1.8 Perennial plants (H)
In the central part of the park, near the central terrace, we can find perennial plants. In two flo-
wer borders enclosed by little boxwood shrubs one tries to have colourful plants throughout the 
year.
These are among others verbena and rudbeckia, salvia and anemona. The maintenance of these 
borders primarily consists of weeding and cleaning the borders, as well as trimming the plants.

3.1.9 9 Botanical garden/wildlife garden  (I)
The botanical garden was set up in collaboration with IVN, the Association for Environmental 
Education. IVN is a unique organisation that involves people in nature, environment and lands-
cape. IVN also helps maintain this part of Ledeboer Park. In the botanical garden we can find 
endemic herbs that originate from the East of the Netherlands, perennial plants and an amphi-
bians pool. Here too, we can find woods and some shrubbery that has kept its original character. 
The woods consist of endemic woody plants. There is a rich spring flora with a lot of wood ane-
mone, pilewort and plants like Corydalis solida. There are also protected species like osmunda 
regalis and myrica gale. The botanical garden is in good shape.
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Fig. 13 Pond in the central part of the park

3.1.10 Dog walk areas  (J)
Ledeboer Park has a dog walk area that is managed and treated as grassland. It is directly at 
the entrance of the park. In the park dogs must be on the leash. The dog walk area is the only 
place where dogs can run freely. The grass field is mown and cleaned every six weeks.

3.1.11 Cattle pasture (K)
The cattle pasture is the grassland where animals can graze. The pastures are spread over four 
areas in the park: one pasture for donkeys, one for red deer, one for sheep and one for goats. 
Every now and then the animals are in the pasture together. The animals are looked after by the 
“Viermarken Foundation”. This foundation is under contract of the City of Enschede.

3.1.12 Ornamental grass  (L)
Ornamental lawns are spread all over the park and in the shrubbery. They are well kept lawns 
where we can find solitary trees and groups of trees. The lawns are in good shape. Only in wet 
times some parts can be squelchy with puddles of water. In those places we can find dominating 
moss vegetation in the lawns. The lawns are mown 22 times a year between April and October.

3.1.13 Ponds  (M)
The park has four ponds with informal, round forms. The quality of the water is good. The big-
gest pond has wooden sheet piling, which is in a fairly good state. In 2008, at the request of 
Environmental Education, an iron platform was constructed for this pond, so that the children 
could fish with little fishing nets and could learn about life under water.
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3.1.14 Orchard (N)
Near the pond in the park there is an orchard. It is a standard orchard. This orchard offers a collection 
of old apple and fruit crops and was laid out by the Pomological Association. The collection consists of 
Malus d. Bramley’s seedling, Malus d. Harberts Reinette, Pyrus Clapp’s Favorite and Pyrus c. Jutte Peer. 
The maintenance consists of regular pruning and is carried out by the “Standard Brigade. 

3.1.15 Furniture (O)
Little benches and rubbish bins can be found all over the park. They are standard furniture for public 
places. The four metal deck chairs along the big pond deserve special attention. There are also some 
home-produced benches in the park, as well as two stone picnic tables in the central part of the park.

3.1.16 Works of art (P)
 There are some bridges and a platform in the park. The responsibility for those and for the entrance 
gate at Hengelosestraat is in the hands of this management group.

3.1.17 Playing facilities (Q)
The playing facilities in Ledeboer Park can be categorised in playing grounds with the usual playground 
equipment and the nature play areas. The latter differ with respect to equipment and management. All 
of the equipment meets the requirements of the “Attraction Resolution”. 
The playing facilities are checked once every two weeks according to the quality meter of the munici-
pality of Enschede (see log book/journal).
The quality meter is a manual established by the executive board of the municipality of Enschede. It 
gives standards for the quality of public space, parcs, playing grounds, hardenings and street furniture 
(street signs, street poles, streetbanks, etc).

The sand of the sand box will be checked 5 times a year on pollution, a check according to the quality 
meter of the municipality of Enschede (see logbook/journal).
Once per 2 year the sand will be replaced by new sand.   

3.1.18 Greenhouse (R)
Near the beehive in the park there is also a greenhouse. Environmental education uses this greenhouse 
to grow vegetables for the vegetable garden near “Lammerinkswönner”.

3.1.19 Surfacing (S)
There are different sorts of surfaces in the park, such as a brick terrace in the middle of the park, a 
cobbled square in front of the education centre, and some little terraces along the big ornamental 
pond. There are also some asphalt paths. All the other paths in the park are unpaved. Only the avenue 
contains some remaining elements of surfacing.

3.1.20 Pastureland (T)
On the right hand side of the entrance we can find the only pasture of the park. It is also maintained as 
such. In some periods of time a herd of cattle graze here. 

There is no light in the park. This is so because it would seemingly create safety, but also because this 
fits in with the sustainable and ecological approach of the park.   
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4.1 Plans and ideas

Enschede wants to be and stay a livable city. This is why green areas and parks play an impor-
tant role. The enhancement of the green character of the city has been included in the policy 
document dealing with the future of Enschede 2020: “Enschede make(s) your world bigger”. The 
idea of city parks as important places for encounter and recreation must therefore be cherished. 
Each park has its own recognisable identity. The green character of the parks is combined with 
living in the city and “with the city experience.

In addition to the use of it, the quality of the park is determined by the way it is laid out and 
maintained. Therefore, the replacement of green areas in Ledeboer Park with respect for the ori-
ginal design, must always have our attention. A new layout or the replacement, however, must 
also meet your wishes. The present and the original character of the park must therefore be 
preserved. The interaction with the environment and with the country estate ”Het Wageler” must 
also be preserved.

4.2 Aims for the park
The Abraham Ledeboer Park is not directly situated in the centre. It is less city-like, has to some 
degree the character of a country estate and is really the core of the so-called “Hengelose wig”, 
an area between Hengelo and Enschede, which is also called the green lung of Enschede.
The park can be characterised as belonging to “old Twente”. Visitors highly appreciate the fusion 
of the park with the surrounding landscape. The cultural, historical and educational functions of 
this park can best be summarised and further developed under the theme “old trades and edu-
cation”. The management plan must be realised.

The philosophy of the future of Ledeboer Park must be translated to a number of aims for the 
park, which must be achieved in order to realise the desired layout of the park. The aims can be 
subdivided in aims concerning the design and aims concerning the park management.

4.2.1 Design
Here we are going to address the aims concerning the design.

4.2.1.1 Range of flora
The designer of the park, Dirk Wattez, loved special and ornamental plants. The collection of 
very special trees gives evidence of this. Besides that, the exotic shrubs are characteristic of the 
late landscape style the park was originally designed in. This collection, which is present in the 
park must therefore be preserved, and must not be replaced by less characteristic plants.

4.2.1.2 More colour in the park
More colours would certainly contribute to the embellishment of the park. Following the design 
from 1880 and the basic characteristics of the English country style it would be desirable to have 
blooming shrubs and herbs, flowers in oval or circular beds on the lawn next to the paths, and 
where the paths cross. At present, there are only the colours of the groups of rhododendrons 
and those of the perennial plants in the central part of the park. These colours can be filled up 
with more perennial plants in the central part of the park and with bulbs in the surrounding 
lawn.

4.2.1.3 Building a bridge
The avenue leading to the interior of the park at some point crosses the brook Roombeek. This 
transition and “entrance” must be particularly emphasised, so that this crossing attracts more 
attention. This can be achieved by building a railing and by cobbling the bridge itself. The other 
bridges were reconstructed and emphasised in 2008.

4 A future for the park
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Fig. 14 Oak in the park
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4.2.1.4 Restoring vistas
Vistas are characteristic of the English landscape style. Most of the vistas were restored in 2008. 
There is another vista, though, which could be constructed. It starts at the central part of the 
park, the terrace, then leads over the pond to the hill we can see there. The end of the vista 
should be emphasised by a bench.

4.2.2 Management
 Here we are going to address the aims concerning the park management.

4.2.2.1 Accessibility of the paths
All paths must be in a good state and must be accessible to everybody, also to the disabled. 
There must be no “second best” paths in the park.
This must be so in all weather conditions.

4.2.2.2 Regeneration of plants
Many of the plants in the park are rather old. Most of the rhododendrons are about 80 years old. 
In order to prevent “holes” in the groups of plants and to ensure a complete picture of the park 
at all times, it is advisable to regenerate some plants. 

4.2.2.3 Restoring the avenue
The avenue at the Hengelosestraat entrance to the park is particularly beautiful. Parts of this 
avenue were tackled in earlier plans. But some were not. It is our intention to make the avenue 
look like a whole again.

4.3. Plans and ideas of each management group
In order to achieve the aims formulated for the park, each of the management groups should 
set up its own targets.

4.3.1 Solitary trees
Solitary trees must get every opportunity to grow to their natural shapes. The natural shape can 
be achieved by limiting the pruning activities. If there are paths in the direct environment of the 
solitary tree, the tree must not obstruct the passage. If there are branches hanging low over the 
paths, these must be removed, or the crown of the tree must be raised. The required branch-
free height for paths is 3,00 meters. There will be no crown-raising for trees that stand in the 
lawn. 
Because of the important aesthetic value of solitary trees, every tree that gets lost must be re-
placed by a new one of the same sort.     
 

4.3.2 Avenues
For avenues the target is to have a tight and closed unity of trees. The trees in the avenue must 
have a vital grow, during which it is important that in spite of the little space between them 
there is enough light, air and humidity for them. To achieve this, the distance between them 
must be at least 6 meters. The avenues must not obstruct the passage of the traffic. If this is 
the case, their crowns must be raised. The branch-free height for the avenues is 5,00 meters.
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4.3.3 Woodland
The target for woodland is that the woods must have a highly ecological value. Because we can distin-
guish two types of woods, the targets differ. As far as the beech woods are concerned we strive after 
the so-called hallebos, which are beech woods with little or no layers of shrubs or herbs. In the mixed 
woods we strive after a various assortment and a build-up in layers of trees, shrubs and herbs.

Fig. 15 Example of a hallebos

4.3.4. Shrubbery
Shrubbery is a massive planting with a variety of plants. It must be one whole of as many endemic 
shrubs and trees as possible. The shrubbery in the botanical garden must have a natural character, and 
an ecologically attractive layer of herbs is desirable.
In other parts of the park and near the parking area we strive after shrubbery with a more cultural ap-
pearance without a layer of herbs.

4.3.5 Wooded banks
We strive after thick wooded banks with some solitary trees. To put it more precisely, we strive after 
a planting of summer oaks with a distance of 25 meters and beneath those closed shrubs and a layer 
of herbs. The wooded banks have an important ecological function, which must be guaranteed at all 
times.

4.3.6 Shrubs
The management group for shrubs should strive after thick and closed planting with an attractive ap-
pearance. If along the flower border there is a path of any kind of surfacing, the plants must not hang 
over.

4.3.7 Hedges
There are three types of hedges in the area covered by the management plan. These are the boxwood 
near the terrace, the hawthorn near the garden house and the hawthorn near the Lammerinkswönner. 
The boxwood must be trimmed to a height of 30 centimetres, the hawthorn to a height of 1,50 meters. 
Both hedges must have a tight appearance.
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Fig. 16 Blooming magnolias in the central part of the park
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4.3.8 Perennial plants
The beds with perennial plants must above all look attractive with closed planting and a lot of colour.

4.3.9 Botanical garden/wildlife garden
The botanical garden and the wildlife garden should be maintained in its original form and be kept at-
tractive for visitors.

Fig. 17 The botanical garden

4.3.10 Dog walk areas
The dog walk area must look tidy with a limited quantity of dog dirt. This is to prevent dogs and their 
owners from not using the area, because it looks too filthy.

4.3.11 Cattle pasture
To ensure the diversity of the park, the various pastures with their grazers should be preserved.

4.3.12 Ornamental grass
For the ornamental lawns we strive after a neatly mown lawn with little unevenness such as pits and 
molehills. The lawn must not show open spaces and must not be soiled with dog dirt and litter. The 
grass must not grow over the edges of the lawn near the paths or the flower borders.

4.3.13 Ponds   
Ponds in Ledeboer Park must be clean with an open water surface. There should be no litter or natural 
growth of plants except for the plants that have been planted there. The natural ponds near “Het Wön-
ner” are an exception to this, because of fluctuating water levels. For this reason it is not possible to 
keep the pond free of plant growth. The sheet-piling along the pond must look tight and must be in a 
good state.
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4.3.14 Orchard
Above all the orchard must look like a proper orchard should. It should consist of well-developed 
standard trees bearing fruit abundantly. The crowns must be well developed and stay relatively 
open from the inside.

4.3.15 Furniture
The furniture in the park, the benches and litterbins, must be neatly maintained and free of any 
technical defects.

4.3.16 Works of art
All works of art in the park must look neat and must be free of technical defects.

4.3.17 Playing facilities
All playing equipment in the park must meet the requirements of the “Attraction Resolution” and 
must look attractive.

4.3.18 Greenhouse
The greenhouse in Ledeboer Park will be preserved. It must look neat, no broken windows and 
not too much deposit on the glass.

4.3.19 Surfacing
The different types of surfacing in the park must all be smooth without any pits or other uneven-
ness, so that the paths and avenues are also accessible for the disabled.

4.3.20 Pastureland
The pastureland is above all meant for grazing, which means that it consists of high grass on 
which cattle should graze for a few weeks several times a year.   
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Fig. 18 Donkeys in one of the pastures



32 33

5  How to achieve all that
The plans and ideas as formulated in chapter 4 is translated to an action plan for the park, which 
makes it possible to test the activities against the aims formulated in this management plan.
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